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PREFACE. 

; alan 
ae following work is simply what its title indicates,—a 

| Souvenir of the Centenary of this parish, the oldest in 
Western Pennsylvania. It makes no pretence to originality, 
but is merely a compilation of papers, facts, names and dates, 
which show forth the progress made during the century just 
closed, and furnish valuable and interesting data for the 
future historian of the church in this diocese. Even asa 
compilation it is far from perfect, for its matter was collected 
and arranged during the hours that could be spared froma 
busy pastoral life: and many items, well worthy of being 
recorded, have been passed without notice, and others, herein 
noted, have been inadequately treated. Such as itis, how- 
ever, it is offered to the public in the hope that whatever 
measure of success it may meet with may stimulate other 
pastors to diligently gather, and to preserve in permanent 
and easily accessible form, the records of their respective 
parishes, and to collect the fragments of parochial history, 
lest they be forever lost. Such work will be appreciated in 
future years. 

The compiler desires to express here his lasting grati- 
tude to the contributors of various papers inclnded in this 
Souvenir: to Mr. John J. McCormick, of Wilmore, and to the 
Pittsburg Catholic, for valuable historical and biographical 
notes; and to Rev. Regis Canevin, Rector of St. Paul’s Cath- 
edral, Pittsburg, and Rev. Brother Angelus, Superior of the 
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County, where Dawson’s (Sybert’s) mill now stands. The 
rapid improvements of this part of the county are due to the 
efforts of these early pioneers, who struggled against obsta- 
cles of which in our day we can form but a slight idea. The 
word “road” is a dignified term for the path by which they 
held intercourse with the settlements across the mountain to 
the east. A rough Indian path led from the present site of 
Loretto and intersected the ‘“Frankstown Road” about two 
miles west of the Summit. Exposed to the inclemency of an 
Allegheny winter—for against the rigor of sucha winter their 
hastily constructed and poorly furnished cabins afforded but 
slight protection-——their sufferings were almost bevond hu- 
man endurance. Yet with unyielding firmness, characteris- 
tic of the pioneer race of frontiersmen, those hardy men 
wrested from the grasp of nature and preserved the inheri- 
tance which we now enjoy. 

Of their adventures with the savage beasts and still more 
savage Indians then infesting the neighborhood, many anec- 
dotes, as narrated by the older citizens of Allegheny Town- 
ship, are handed down to the present generation. The In- 
dians were not slow to seize upon every opportunity of ag- 
gression which presented itself to their blood-thirsty minds, 
and.consequently not only property but even life itself was 
held by the inhabitants ina very uncertain tenure. The truth 
of the Alcorn story is vouched for by the most reliable citi- 
zens of this neighborhcod. In the vicinity of the spot where 
Loretto rew stands James Alccrn had built a Lut and madea 
clearing a short distance away. One day his wife went out to 
this patch and did not return. Although search was imme- 
diatelv made no trace leading to her discovery could be found. 
To this day the manner of her disappearance remains a mys- 
tery. though it is generally supposed that she was borne away 
by the savages. 


FATHER GALLITZIN. 


In the summer of 1796, Mrs. John Burgoon,a Protestant, 
living near ‘‘McGuire’s Settlement,” was taken seriously ill, 
and begged so hard and repeatedly to see a Catholic priest that 
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